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WOMEN’S CHALLENGE 

Invitation 

Manly Yacht Club Helly Hansen Women’s Challenge Saturday 20th March 2027 for ILCAs, Hansa 
303s and Junior classes; and Sunday 21st March 2027 for Yachts.  

This popular racing event is Manly Yacht Club’s signature event, reflecting the growing passion women 
have for the sport of sailing. It is the most popular event on the women's sailing calendar.  

The Helly Hansen Women’s Challenge is Manly Yacht Club’s signature event, reflecting the growing 
passion women have for the sport of sailing.  The Women’s Challenge was first conceived in 1995 and 
has been running and growing continuously since then.  It is the most popular event on the women’s 
sailing calendar and has now become part of the Sydney Harbour Women’s Keelboat Series, a multi-
club series attracting challengers from many clubs on the Harbour.  In 2019 Manly Yacht Club was 
one of the inaugural host clubs and continues to play a leading role in organising this event.  Starting 
with five races in the series the SHWKS grew to seven races for the 2025-2026 season to include a 
race from SASC and BYC.  

The Helly Hansen Women’s Challenge is the seventh and final race of this exciting series.  

Competition covers every level of experience and age; and encourages all women/girl sailors to borrow, 
beg, or buy a boat and enter. 

Saturday racing is one-design in dinghy, Hansa 303s and ILCA divisions. 

Sunday racing is keel boats 6m to 20m, including one design racing (fleet number dependent).  
Choose to enter as all female crew, or female helm with mixed crew.  Nominate spinnaker or not within 
the fleets.  Racing will be conducted under PHS handicapping. 

The Notice of Race will be available via the MYC website www.myc.org.au at least one month prior to 
the event. 

The Sailing Instructions will be available via the MYC website www.myc.org.au at least one week prior 
to the event. 

 


